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Grafton Lutheran Church 

Annual Meeting 

January 21, 2024   11:00AM 

Agenda 

 

 

Welcome & Call to Order 

Opening Prayer – Pr. Carter Hill 

Opening Remarks/State of the Church – Darcie Einarson  

Minutes of 2023 Annual Meeting  

 

Old Business:  

• ________________________________ 

• ________________________________ 

 

New Business:  

• Reports Submitted for Review     

• Kopperud Fund Distribution—pg. 14 

• 2024 Ballot and Election of Members 

• Budget: 

2023 in Review – Pastor Carter Hill 

2024 Proposed Budget – Dave Peterson 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

 

Closing of the Meeting  
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Grafton Lutheran Church Annual Congregational Meeting 

January 22, 2023 

 

 

President Bucky Peterson called the meeting to order at 1054am. A quorum was met and noted with 50 
in attendance. Pastor Carter provided a prayer.  

Opening Remarks/State of the Church-Bucky Peterson described the state of the church as strong, with 
all sharing a love for the church. 

Minutes of 2022 Annual Meeting: Motion to accept minutes-Elaine Broker. Second-Carissa Klug. 

Reports Review: Committee reports were reviewed. Motion to accept the reports-Ann West. Second-
Ryer Stark 

Kopperud Fund Distribution: The amount available for distribution in 2022 was $17,317.21. The 
Stewardship Board recommends the congregation approve the disbursal of these funds as follows: 
International and National 
Central African Republic (Mission Church) $3,000 
ELCA World Hunger $3,000 
ELCA Lutheran Response $1,000 
Local 
Walsh County Domestic Violence and Abuse Center $5,000 
Grafton Lutheran Deacon’s Fund $4,000 
Park River Bible Camp $1,217.21 
Motion to accept distributions as recommended - Paul Mohagen. Second - Carissa Klug 

2023 Ballot and Election of Members: The nomination committee was chaired by Bonnie Mohagen. This 
year includes an incomplete ballot, with one nomination spot unfulfilled.  Nominations were opened to the 
floor, none noted. Presented nominations included: 
Church Council-Ryer Stark, Properties Board, first 2 year term. Darcie Einarson, President, second 2 
year term. Bobbie Ekman, Board of Worship and Music, second 2 year term. Tom Torkelson, Vice 
President, first 2 year term. Deb McKay (1 year) Parish Fellowship. Dave Petersen, Treasurer, second 2 
year term. 2023 nomination members-Lori Burns, Bonnie Kalbrener, Michelle Craig,  Kristle Kjemhus, 
Dawnielle Coffman and Donna Holand. A motion was made to accept the ballot as presented, with the 
vacancy-Lisa Blanchard. Second-Carissa Klug.. Unanimous ballot approved. 

Budget- Pastor Carter talked about the overview of the budget within 2022 and what/where/how our 
funds mean to GLC. Dave Petersen presented the budget for discussion. Motion to accept the 2023 
Budget-Rod Alme. Second-Deb McKay. 

Constitution and Bylaws Updates-The amendments made to the constitution were presented for 
discussion. Motion to accept changes, Carissa Klug. Second-Richard Geiger 

Radio Broadcast- Was presented for discussion. Radio vs online streaming discussed, including ease of 
access, nursing home and homebound members, cost. Motion made to discontinue radio broadcast and 
move on with livestreaming made by Greg. Second- Jo Peterson. 

Motion to adjourn (12pm) by Carissa Klug 
Lord’s Prayer 

Submitted by Jennifer Curtis 
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My Dear Church,  

If you can believe it — three years have passed since you called me to be your Lead Pastor. During these past 
three years, we have done much holy work together. First and foremost, we dived deep into our identity as 
Grafton Lutheran Church. We acknowledged and celebrated our strengths, owned up to our growing areas, 
and then were sent forth in God’s mission. We summed this all up in our Mission and Vision Statement 
passed at the 2022 annual meeting.  

 

Believe. Belong. Be Sent.  

 

Grafton Lutheran Church is a worship centered community grounded in the love of God, creating a place of 
belonging for God’s people, and sent out into our community and beyond to do God’s work within a world in 

need of God’s grace, hope, and love. 

 

This has been a guiding light in my ministry among you, and with you. One of the overarching themes of a 
healthy congregation is that the church has a guiding mission and lives into it in all they do. I give thanks that 
we are together on this journey. I give thanks for your openness and willingness to try new things and accept 
change with grace as we further live into believing, belonging, and sending in the name of God.  

 

As we move into 2024, I hope to work with you all to dive even further into who we are as Grafton Lutheran 
Church. There is life here. There is hope. There is a strong future. Now, let us join together to boldly move 
into that future — trusting God with all our hearts, souls, and minds.  

 

A Section of Gratitude   

 

Church Council: I give thanks for the church council and the support they offer in ministry and the hard work 
they do to keep our church a vital place. I give thanks especially this year to those who have completed their 
terms and will finish their service on church council: Deb McKay, Jenn Curtis, and Seri Gerszewski.  

 

Church Staff: As always, the staff here at Grafton Lutheran make ministry here flourish.  

 

Our Office Manager, Susie Narloch, has for over ten years now been a vital part of our church. She is always 
willing to assist me in all things here from regular office work to making huge cardboard cutouts for Vacation 
Bible School. She has taken over many duties in the last few years as we transition to being a one pastor 
church again. I confidently can say, without Susie, the ministry I do here would not be possible.  

 

Elaine Broker continues to be our Visitation Minister and offers her presence to all of our homebound, 
assisted living, and nursing home members. Elaine is a weekly presence among these people bringing them 
communication from their congregation and the gift of Holy Communion. She also keeps things tidy around 
the church a few hours a week. Her attention to detail in the care of this building is a blessing to us all.  

5 



 

Marjorie Johnson and Lisa Blanchard continue to bless us with their gift of choir, and Marjorie taking on the 
bells as well. This year they stepped up in one of our new ways of “Be sent” from our mission statement. We 
began the process of making our Carols and Candles service open to musicians throughout community and 
surrounding communities. This was an amazing thing to watch, and I give thanks for all the extra work it took 
them to pull this off. I also give thanks to Steve Ekman for volunteering to find our piano players each week. 
Thank you to Steve, Lisa, Cathy Tweten, and Jack Kern for their gift of their piano talent to us.  

 

Ryer Stark has taken over the church custodian position and has been a great asset to us all. I appreciate 
most that he is a member who knows this church well and is able to help get things back in their place and 
restored to normal with great ease.  

 

We give thanks for the service of Loretta Moe and Judy Alme for their years as the Funeral Committee. They 
have helped a countless amount of people feel peace in the midst of grief through offering this fellowship. 
You have blessed your church and those grieving immensely.  

 

This last year, Pat Brekke and Eleanor Iverson, stepped aside from their duties as our faithful offering 
counters. We give thanks for their nearly two decades of service to our congregation. We rejoice that Linda 
Rud and Mary Dvorak have filled this role.  

 

You All: As stated above, none of this would be possible without any of you. In a world where pastors are 
resigning in droves and leaving ministry, you all have stepped up and created an environment where I feel 
supported and valued as a leader here, but also honoring my life outside the church. I also give thanks for the 
countless number of you who give of your time and talents to help make ministry here possible.  

 

Thank you for being you. Thank you for being light within my life. You are a blessing.  

 

With Love,  

Pastor Carter 
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Pastoral Acts 2023 
Baptisms (6): 

First Communion (10): November 19 

Funerals (17) 

Confirmation (7):  October 29 

Weddings (3) 

*Zachary & Kaelyn Peterson 

Darian & Brittany DeSmith 

Jason & Jana Haats 

*Off Site 

2023 Statistics: 

Worship opportunities:  63 
Communion opportunities:  53 

Total # of worshipers in 2023:  7541  
Average Sunday Attendance:  122 

Average Online Attendance: 45 
Total Members:  678 
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Transferred Out/ Removed (9) 

Ryan Willis Puppe 

LeAnne Theresa Puppe 

Kayla Diane Puppe 

Connor Ryan Puppe 

Seth Benjamin Suda 

Drew William Suda 

Ellie Grace Suda 

Kelly Holand 

Darcy Eszlinger 

Transferred Members In (26):  

Mike Sackett 

Sandy Sackett 

Jackie Adamsen 

Robert Wollitz 

Sarah Wollitz 

Bryan Uggerud 

Jane Uggerud 

Todd Huderle 

Daniel Onstad 

Samantha Onstad 

Dylan Sundby 

Phyllis Eng 

Allen Martinson 

Myrna Martinson 

Rebecca Latraille 

Zachary Latraille 

Nathan Latraille 

Ashlyn Latraille 

Maxwell Latraille 

Christine Curry  

AmyLee Curry 

Luke Curry 

Priscilla Stark 

Carly Flanders  

Jordyn Lopez  

Madison Erovick  

 

Molly Lynn Bjorneby  

Savannah Marie Blackcloud  

Kyler Lee Droog  

Danielle Kathleen Flanders  

Kade Jeffrey Jiskra  

Liam Anne Medbery  

Paityn Michelle Ziegelmann  

Aviana Chapman 

Mason Eng 

Harper Koehmstedt 

Kylan Kraft 

Nathan Latraille 

Maxx Otterson 

Stella Paulson 

Averi Sangrait 

Zola Stark 

Laila Thiele 

Callan Graham Wynne 

Braylee Mae Martens 

Maren Kay Collette 

Gordon Roger Stark 

Dawson James Erovick 

Simon Joseph Muhonen 

Noel Kenneth Moe 

Avis Birkeland 

Marvin John Dvorak 

Murial Irene (Behl) Folson 

Kathleen “Kay”  M. Kroulik 

Luella Mildred (Wellen) Mohagen  

Ann Marie (Larson) Thompson 

Frances Beverly (Martineau) Sather 

Laura L. (Johnson) Selliken 

Marlin Warren Torkelson 

Mark W. Holt 

Tobin Wayne Prigge   

Connie Mae (Zeller) Kjos 

Diana Sylvia (Roth) Kitchens 

Lloyd Monson 

Clark R. Mckinnon 

Leroy Glaser 

 Italic—Not-Members 
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Properties Report 2023 

 

Committee Members: Preston Thiele, Jay Sevigny, Dylan Sundby & Ryer Stark. 

2023 was a continuation of the renovations and updates from 2022. The narthex project has been mostly completed 
with just a few small punch list type items remaining. A special thanks to the Decorating Committee (Bobbi Ekman, 
Carissa Klug, Pastor Carter and Ryer Stark) for their work organizing the updates. Another thank you to all of those who 
helped with the remodeling. Evan & Carissa Klug, Jay Sevigny, Dylan Sundby, Lloyd Thompson, Steve Ekman and Pastor 
Carter.  

Elaine Broker continues to do some cleaning that was not included in the custodial duties. She puts in a few hours a 
week and also takes care of the flowers outside in the summertime. We greatly appreciate Elaine and all that she does. 

Krystle Kjemhus resigned from the church janitor position in February. We hired Spencer Potts to replace her and 
unfortunately, he had to resign in November. After some discussion and approval by the church council Ryer Stark 
took over the janitor position in December of 2023. We would like to thank both Krystle and Spencer for their hard 
work. 

With the closing of Our Savior’s, we were lucky to inherit the beautiful picture that is now hanging in the sanctuary. A 
special thank you to Bucky Peterson, Preston Thiele, Devin Droog and Phil Ray for their work on that project.  

Our Savior’s was also gracious enough to donate their alter to GLC. After some discussion Pastor Carter came up with 
the idea that it could be used as a war memorial. A special thank you to Rod & Judy Alme, Paul & Bonnie Mohagen, 
Denise Sevigny, Roger Stark and Kody Stark for helping with the project. 

The roof over the narthex and balcony continues to have some water leakage issues. With the heavy snow and melting 
in the spring we had some issues and had The Insulation Place come take a look at the roof. They were able to pinpoint 
the issue over the balcony but unfortunately, we are still having issues over the narthex and had to have them come 
back this fall again. We will continue to monitor the situation, but a flat roof is a flat roof and issues like this will 
probably never go away. 

This fall the window in the youth room was also broken. We aren’t 100% sure of what happened but think that a rock 
might have hit it from the outside. A new window has been ordered but they are 3 months out. Once the window 
comes in Shane Flanders has been hired to install and Bucky Peterson has agreed to touch up any interior painting that 
might need to be done. 

If I forgot to thank anyone above, please know that it was not done purposely. At times there can be a lot going on and 
I try my best remember those who have helped.  

I, along with others, have mentioned this item several times in the past and once again ask everyone to please clean 
up after any event you have. The days of having a custodian to do those duties is long gone and the properties 
committee would very much appreciate your cooperation.  

Respectfully, 

 

Ryer Stark 
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Board of Worship and Music 

 

Board members: Bobbie Ekman, Steve Ekman, Marjorie Johnson, and Lisa Blanchard 

The board’s goal is to facilitate worship services while enhancing worship experiences through music 

and other media forms.  We aim to provide meaningful worship that will strengthen, inspire, and 

uplift our GLC members.  In addition, the board is responsible for the needs of those who have music 

ministries within this congregation, and works with the pastor, the organist, music directors, and 

musicians. 

Looking back at 2023.  Sunday morning worship continues to be live streamed on Facebook for those 

unable to attend in person.  Improvements to both audio and visual were completed by adding 

additional camera angles and ambient congregational microphones. 

Both Worship choir and JuBellation continued to bless us with musical selections during worship.  

Worship choir meets on Tuesdays at 5:30pm, and JuBellation bell choir practices on Wednesdays at 

5:30pm.  Both groups encouraged new members to join.  Steve continues to organize the organist 

schedule for worship services in 2023.  GLC is fortunate to have several talented musicians and 

organists who share their talents. 

The Christmas holiday season offered several well-attended worship experiences such as our GLC 

Sunday School program, Carols and Candles, and Christmas Eve worship services.  Candles were used 

at Christmas Eve worship for the first time in several years!  Many GLC members from near and far 

shared their talents of music, participated in readings, and provided goodies following worship. 

With much gratitude  for all who participate in leading worship and music at GLC, we look forward to 

2024 continuing to tell of God’s love through our worship services and music. 

Respectfully submitted by Bobbie Ekman 
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Lay Ministry Annual Report 2023  

 

Thank you to board members Mary Dvorak, Janet Berger, Mari Swartz, Stacie Sevigny, Mavis Sevigny, Deb 

McKay and Michelle Flanders for your time and talents. We had five planning meetings in 2023 in addition to 

monthly faith and care meetings and special events like hosting the January Lutheran Sunset Birthday Party. 

Special thanks to the faith and care groups for their continued service and commitment to our church com-

munity. Faith and Care members take part in worship and fellowship throughout their two assigned months 

and are called upon for food and to work at funerals and church events. 

 

A big thank you to the following faith and care monthly chairpersons who served in 2023: Ann Kohler, Deb 

McKay, Jamie Medbery, Malisa McKay, Mavis Sevigny, Bonnie Mohagen, Stacie Sevigny, Janice Kern, Janet 

Berger, Jane Mohagen, Kristen Petersen, Lori Burns, Laurie Allmaras, Elaine Broker, Stacie Ensrude, Bonnie 

Kalbrener, Bev Thompson, Jenn Curtis, Tami Altendorf and Donna Holand. We appreciate your time and will-

ingness to carry out this vital role. 

Funeral committee co-chairs Judy Alme and Loretta Moe planned and served lunches after eight funerals in 

2023. A big thank you to them for their time and faithful service; as well as to the GLC members who work at 

the funerals. There were two weddings held at GLC this past year. Lay ministry members prepared and 

served a meal to the kids and adults on one evening of VBS and donated $250 toward VBS snacks and sup-

plies. 

 

The fall dinner was coordinated by Donna Holand and Deb McKay, along with help from the entire lay minis-

try committee and Tammy Burns. Almost 700 meals were prepared and served, with about 400 of them be-

ing take-out meals. Thank you to Pastor Carter, our wonderful Susie Narloch and so many of our members 

who stepped up to help and support our major fundraiser and fellowship event of the year. Proceeds from 

the fall dinner were $7,639.00. $1,000 was donated to each of the following charities: GLC Deacons Fund, 

GLC Youth, Grafton Ministerial Association, Park River Bible Camp, Walsh County Food Pantry, Life Skills, and 

Transition Center Christmas Program and to the Domestic Violence and Abuse Center. Special thank you to 

Susie Geiger, Loretta Moe and the lefse crew who made dozens of lefse for the PRBC meal, the fall dinner, 

and the bake sale. Your time and talents are so appreciated!  

The GLC Bake Sale was held on December 2, 2023, and raised $2499.00. Thank you to our faithful bakers and 

makers who make this event possible. Lay Ministry also served fellowship after our Carols and Candles Ser-

vice on December 17, 2023. 

 

We are very thankful for the opportunities we have to join together to do God’s work! 

 

Deb McKay, Lay Ministry Board Chair 
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2023 Christian Education Report 

 

A Year in Review 

 71 children attended (including 22 guests) VBS August 7-10, 2023 
 66 registered for Sunday School (Pre-K-6th grade) on Rally Sunday: August 17, 2023 
 9 third graders received bibles on October 8, 2023 
 7 Students were confirmed on October 29, 2023 
 10 fifth graders received First Communion on November 19, 2023 
 36 students are enrolled in Confirmation (7-10th grade)  
 17 teens are fundraising and preparing for the Youth Gathering in New Orleans in July. 
 6 Wednesday Lenten meals were served by our youth.  
 6 children were baptized. 
 6 camperships to ELCA Bible Camps were provided to attend summer camps. 

 5 attended Camp Metigoshe in Bottineau and 1 attended PRBC.  
 3 Scholarship recipients:  

 Margaret Egeland- Lydia Stark 
 Lay Ministry-Madi Jo Altendorf and Gavin Matcha 

 

Many Thanks 
None of this would happen without the countless hours of help from so many faithful people!  
 
We are thankful for Sunday School teachers which include: Katie Stark, Courtney Loken, Abby West, Paige 
Wollitz, Megan Wynne, Nicole Johnson, Claire Olson, Ashley Mathiason, Sadie Koehmstedt, Heidi Paulson, 
Amy Geiger, Jamie Medbery, Sophie Geddes, Kealyn Fraser, Ruby Gerszewski, Layla Klug, Annika Sangrait, 
and Callie Johnston.  Stephanie Collette leads music for grades Pre-K through 4.  

We give thanks for Pastor Carter overseeing and planning confirmation and the confirmation teachers who 
teach with him: Dawnielle Coffman, Janice Kern, Carissa Klug, and Devin Droog. 

We give thanks for Jessie Johnson who assists Pastor Carter as the Trip Coordinator for the National Youth 
Gathering. She oversees fundraising like Bingo, Raffle Tickets and more! Be on the lookout for an Easter Egg 
fundraiser, Bingo, and Trip Stock option fundraisers.  
 
Our monthly Youth Group is led by two college students from UND who work at Camp Metigoshe in the 
summers. They were hired this fall and have been doing well. We give thanks for Kristen Sundbakken and 
Kaleb Wintermute.  
 
Sunday School students sang at the Lutheran Sunset Home on November 5, 2023 and led the Worship service 
along with the Christmas Program on December 17, 2023. We look forward to continuing this relationship! 
 
Thanks for the support of the congregation for your donations of time and financial support to make our youth 
programming successful.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Seri Gerszewski 
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Mission of the Month Offering Totals for 2023 

 

January—Pregnancy Help Center .......................................................................... $326.00 

February—Sunset Home Activity Fund ................................................................. $281.00 

March—Domestic Violence Shelter ...................................................................... $302.00 

April—GLC Bible Camp Camperships .................................................................... $351.84  

May—GLC Quilters ................................................................................................ $325.00 

June—Salvation Army............................................................................................ $191.00 

July—Angel of Hope .............................................................................................. $198.00 

August—Grafton Lutheran VBS ............................................................................. $164.00 

September— Walsh County Backpack Program ................................................... $198.50 

October—Life Skills & Transition Center’s Christmas Gifts ................................... $144.00 

November—Helping Kids School Fund .................................................................. $208.50 

December—Grafton Lutheran Deacon’s Fund ...................................................... $188.00 

 

Thank you all for joining us in supporting these local programs. 
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KOPPERUD  FOUNDATION REPORT 
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GRAFTON LUTHERAN CHURCH BALLOT  -  2024 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL – TWO YEAR TERM 

Elect 5 for a 2-year term (may serve 2 terms)  
 

 ____  Kristen Peterson  ____  Stephanie Baldwin  

 ____  Megan Wynne   ____  Susie Geiger  

 ____  Janice Kern  ____  ______________________ 

 

ENDOWMENT BOARD  - THREE YEAR TERM  

Elect 1 for a 3-year term (may serve 2 terms)  
  

 ____  Brent Baldwin  ____  ______________________    

 

CEMETERY BOARD - THREE YEAR TERM  

Elect 2 for a 3-year term (may serve 2 terms) 
  

         ____  Paul Mohagen  ____  ______________________ 

 ____  Gary Rud 

 

LUTHERAN SUNSET HOME DELEGATES - ONE YEAR TERM 

Elect 10 for a 1-year term (may be re-elected) 

 

 ____  Kande Koehmstedt  ____  Karen McCann  

 ____  Karen Blanchard   ____  Linda Rud  

 ____  Tammy Lunde    ____  Ray Rud  

 ____  Karen Hills   ____  Delores McDonald  

 ____  Kathy Johnson    ____  Liz Hanson  

    

PARK RIVER BIBLE CAMP DELEGATES - ONE YEAR TERM  

(January 2025 annual meeting) 

Elect 4 for a 1-year term (may be re-elected) 

 

 ____  Stacie Sevigny   ____  Carissa Klug 

 ____  Kris Ziegelmann  ____  Ashley Mathiason 

 ____  ____________________ ____  ____________________ 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE - ONE YEAR TERM 

Elect 6 at the Annual Meeting for a 1-year term (may not be re-elected) 

 

 ____  Deb McKay    ____  Kristen Demers  

 ____  Seri Gerszewski   ____  Dick Geiger 

 ____  Theresa Hickman  ____  Bucky Peterson  
  

SYNOD ASSEMBLY    
Elect 3 for a 1-year term (may be re-elected) (June 1-2 in Fargo) 

 

____  _Darcie Einarson_______          ___  Marjorie Johnson        (Female)
 

____  _ Chris West    (Male)
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David Petersen 
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Camperships 




